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UNSA and Opus would like to acknowledge the traditional
custodians upon which Opus operates and publishes, the
Pambalong Clan of the Awabakal Nation. We would also like
to extend this acknowledgement to the Birpai, Darkinjung and
Gadigal peoples, as the traditional custodians of the land upon
which the University of Newcastle resides. Opus would like to
pay our respects to all Elders past, present and emerging, and
acknowledge them as the true knowledge holders.

This issue of Opus is a special edition as we are celebrating PRIDE,
and because of Miss Rona we are celebrating in October instead of
August. She may have messed up a lot of things this year but COVID
isn’t stopping us from getting our pride on! We are even celebrating it
over a few weeks instead of one. You can’t keep a good thing down.

Opus would also like to recognise the different nations and
language groups that are all present within the University of
Newcastle. We recognise the struggle Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander students face surviving and thriving in a colonial
institution, built on stolen lands.

The pieces in this issue represent the perspective and opinion of their
authors, not necessarily those of Opus Magazine and UNSA, and all
content belongs to those authors and Opus magazine exclusively,
unless otherwise stated. Here at Opus, we think all creatives’ work
should be respected, especially those who have already been
marginalised by so much of the community. These creatives must be
protected!

Always was, always will be Aboriginal land.

We hope you enjoy this issue as much as we enjoyed making it, and
enjoy all the socially distant and COVID-safe celebrations.

This issue is so important to so many people as it gives a place for
queer people and allies to come together and discuss issues and
experiences as members of the queer community. It also allows for
everyone at UON to widen their perspective and take in the celebratory
nature of PRIDE, as well as being informed on queer issues.

Lots of Queer Love

Tyler Bridges
If you find the content in this issue raising any concerning thoughts
or feelings please reach out to someone. There is no shame in telling
someone you are not ok, and they will be thankful to hear from you.
Lifeline 13 11 14
Beyond Blue 1300 22 4636
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Queer Collective Convenor
A thank you to the queer collective
I have been an active member of the Queer Collective for the last three years. Through my years
as a member of the Collective I’ve been lucky enough to hold a number of positions on the
executive team. I started as the Trans and Gender Diverse Officer in 2018, became the Deputy
Convenor in 2019 and this year I was lucky enough to be the Convenor.
Through my time in the Collective I’ve met a range of people who have had a big impact on me.
Being involved in the Collective has allowed me to have a safe environment to think about my
gender again and feel safe and comfortable enough to embrace being a gender queer nonbinary
person and play with my gender presentation more. It has also been a place where I have met a
lot of really great people who I have been lucky enough to be friends with and work with to keep
the Collective going.
I feel so lucky to have had these opportunities and to be a part of something that feels so
important. I want to say thank you to everyone who is a part of the Collective and has helped
to keep the Collective up and running. Thank you to all the members that have been a part of
running events or helping out with things in the queer space.
I would like to say thank you to the last two convenors that came before me in particular. Ollie and
Max are amazing people that I have been lucky enough to work beside and learn from. Thank you
all for making the Queer Collective as good as it has been.
Thank you,

TJ Hay (they/them)

4

5

UNSA

how to contribute

NOMINATIONS AND
ELECTIONS
Hi all,
Like everything else this year, Pride will be a bit different, but it’s still a major point in our calendar
and of great importance to UNSA!
We here at UNSA believe in equality and equal opportunities for all our students, and that is why
we are so enthusiastic about showcasing wjhat our students do, especially giving a place for
students who might not otherwise be heard a place to shine.
Pride week and this special edition of Opus allow for our creatives in the queer community to
come together and show off their creativity. It also brings together both people of the queer
community and ally network to bond, educate, and be educated.
We hope you all enjoy the festivities of this year’s slightly different Pride events and enjoy the
magazine.
Sincerly,

Your UNSA Team
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Your PRIDE &
QUEER Collective
2020 Summary
Guide
What is the Queer Collective?
The Queer Collective is a group that is open to any University of Newcastle student who is a part
of the LGBTQIA+ community. As an autonomous group we aim to work with LGBTQIA+ students
to ensure that we provide LGBTQIA+ students with support and advocacy as well as providing
a range of resources. We also have the Queer Space that any LGBTQIA+ students are able to
access. That is where we keep our resources and badges.
Who am I?

What are the Aims of the Queer Collective?

I’m TJ, I’m a gender queer nonbinary person
and I use they/them pronouns. I’m the Queer
Collective Queer Convenor for 2020. I’ve
been an active member since 2018. I recently
finished a Bachelor of Social Science and I’m
now doing Honours.

I think in general the Queer Collective aims
to be a group that is open and inclusive and
somewhere that I hope all LGBTQIA+ students
who want to be involved can be. The Queer
Collective exists to be a group where any
LGBTQIA+ student can come and meet other
LGBTQIA+ students and come to the events
that are held throughout the year.

What are the Aims of Pride Month 2020?
This has been a really hectic year, not only
have we had to deal with Covid there has also
been a change with the student association.
There was a merger that took place this year
which resulted in UNSA. These changes have
impacted the Queer Collective in ways we
didn’t expect (mostly Covid). So, with that in
mind I really wanted to keep in mind how Pride
started when I was first getting involved with
the collective. There was more of a focus of
trying to run events for LGBTQIA+ students
and trying to build up a community presence
and that’s what I hope that we manage to do
with Pride in 2020.

UNSA

Student Representative
Elections
SRC and UNSA Board elections open on the 12th of October and close on the 23rd, which
means you have two weeks to vote for your student candidates.
These students you elect will have voting rights , will be your voice on campus and determine
how your SSAF funding is spent. These students hold a huge responsibility in deciding what
services to run for YOU.
All those up for election have submitted short candidate statements which are very important to
read to know who aligns with your beliefs. These people will be your representatives, not just at
a university level but also on a state and national platform.
It only takes ten minutes to read and vote, so please ensure your voice is heard today. Find your
voting email and vote now before you forget, becasuse we all say we will and then we never do.
Don’t be one of those people who complains about the outcome but never votes, especially
when it is as easy as pressing a few buttons.

The Queer Collective also aims to advocate for
the needs of LGBTQIA+ students. In past years
members of the collective have been involved
in advocating for gender neutral bathrooms,
easier gender and name changes and we
also work with the ALLY network to help staff
understand what experiences some of the
LGBTQIA+ students have had at the university.

By TJ Hay (they/them)
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Small town
country girl
turned Sydney
success
How Kat Dopper transformed the LGBTQ+ scene
Glitter falling all over floor and on your shoes,
the feeling of intoxication fills your body and the
thumping of Cher’s hit “Believe” is felt in your
chest. You’re dancing carelessly and witnessing
the look of pure joy through the smiles on
people’s faces as the neon lights shine down
onto them. There is unspoken and unconditional
permission to be whoever you want to be as
you feel the united bond of everyone coming
together. This is the feeling Kat Dopper wants
people to experience at her Heaps Gay parties.
Kat Dopper, 39, is the brains behind the business
that once started out as a spontaneous idea
around a table at a friend’s barbeque. Heaps Gay
is a community dedicated to creating all-inclusive
events, experiences and charity support for the
LGBTQ+ community.

When Kat Dopper arrived back to Sydney from
London, she had one dream: to create a space
that was true to her. The idea for Heaps Gay
came about around a table in a backyard of a
friend’s barbeque. Each person was tossing
around ideas on this new party and Dopper
recalls one her friends yelling out “Heaps Gay!”,
and her sister firing back “NO THAT SUCKS!”,
and everyone laughing. Heaps Gay was the
winner. Dopper wanted to transform the meaning
of the derogatory comment “gay” and rethink it
to mean something positive.
After applying for and winning a grant it was
time to make her dream a reality. The first
event was at The Gladstone. The rest is history.
Dopper brings Heaps Gay wherever she likes.
It’s been to Melbourne, Gold Coast, Thredbo
and Newcastle. “I never would have dreamed
that it would become a bloody business,” she
said. Heaps Gay differentiates itself from other
usual parties or clubs. It’s all about the people.
“You know when you go to your friend’s house
party and you’re having a good time and have no
inhibitions, you’re just happy to talk to whoever
you want to talk to. I think that’s the energy you
get at a heaps gay party,” Dopper says. “The
energy you get off each other is a nice feeling. I
always say that vibe creates a party and you get
a vibe from the people that are there.”

Dopper moved to London in her 20’s which
was a pivotal transformation era for her. While
she spent the majority of her life in country town
Condobolin and then Sydney, she never felt she
connected with the party scene at the time. She
felt there was something missing. When she
made the leap across the world, she started
to find herself in spaces and going out, fully
embracing her sexuality. In East London, Dopper
stumbled upon a dodgy old pub named “The
George and Dragon”, it was inclusive, colourful
and queer. It smelt, the toilet doors were falling
off, the floor was sticky. However, every person
was welcoming and there was finally a sense of
“home” for Dopper. “I really found myself there
and remember thinking ‘What is this heavenly
place?’” she said.
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The reason Heaps Gay is still a success seven
years on is because Dopper is authentic. She’s
real. “I’ve always been myself. I’ve always been
this bogan Condo kid and I’ve never tried to
be someone else,” she says. Dopper gains
satisfaction from her events. The reason she
loves what she does is because she can witness
the instant gratification from the events. “You get
to see it on their faces. I really value the change
that it is making for people and the community. I
find that really special,” Not every person gets to
say they created something that brings frequent
joy to their lives. “It keeps me going,” she adds.

Dopper has not been shy about her ambition.
At a young age, she was a multitalented child
who learnt to embrace each opportunity that
came her way. She did it all, from drama, singing,
aerobics and dancing all while juggling school.
Her constant ache for challenges and routine
is something that she still to this day craves.
Dopper has a drive and passion for life. She
recalls a pivotal moment in her life that shaped
who she is today. Back in her country hometown
Condobolin, her drama teacher told her to
“always say yes in life,” and she has lived by it
ever since. She refers to herself as a “glass being
half full,” kind of girl.

Dopper is appealingly open about her own
coming out story. She laughs and has a very
feminine voice as she recalls her coming out
story as a late one being in her mid 20’s. Living in
the crowded streets of London for a few years,
she sat her younger sister Suzie down, who
came out many years before her as a lesbian,
and spoke about her confusion of being in love
with her straight female best friend.

Dopper doesn’t stop. She was a former radio
presenter for four years covering LGBTQ+
culture and raising awareness and visibility on
radio. From August 2019 until March 2020 she
worked as the creative director for the 2020
Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras. It was her
biggest project yet. “It was a crazy experience.
It was a whirlwind and a challenge, but inspiring
and insane,” she adds. Public speaking is one
of Dopper’s greatest fears which she had to
overcome for this position.

Arriving back home she rushed to tell her parents
in person. “I was in a truck, we were driving and
I just said something like “Mum I don’t think I like
boys” and she’s like “Oh Kat, I don’t like boys
either!” laughing and not understanding what I
meant so I said “No… I don’t like–like boys,””,
laughed Dopper.

Dopper recalls going to the Mardi Gras parade
for the first time when she was only 17 years old.
She’d stand on top of milk crates for hours just to
get a glimpse of the colourful and lively parade,
her feet aching but with the biggest smile on her
face and her body filled with joy. Mardi Gras was
one of her favourite times of the year, dragging
all her friends to the Oxford Street parade each
year. Little did she know that 20 years later she
would be working on it.

She pauses and reflects on her story, “I think I’m
lucky because I’m a femme identifying woman
which makes it easier for me in society, I’ve got
privilege in that way as opposed to somebody
else so I’m very grateful for that. I’m lucky that
I haven’t had much adversity in comparison
to other people in our community,” she says.
Dopper’s positive outlook is highlighted when
she confesses “I think society is getting better
with accepting.”

“Being in and working for Mardi Gras is bigger
than you. You have to see it as being a caretaker
for an organisation that has been running for 42
years,” For Dopper it was all about what can she
“do to make it better.”
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LARP
It’s the beginning of August 2019 and I am sitting
in a lecture with my friend, when they turn and
ask, “Hey wanna come to my sword fighting
night, this Friday?” I said, “sure”, with absolutely
no idea on what I was walking into.

A big part of my LARP group is the warbands.
We currently have three active warbands, the
Blood Herd (mutant cannibals), the Verdant
Aegis (Vikings) and the Rovers of the Black Skull
(pirates). I ran with the pirates my first night and
ended up becoming one. I am a very proud
pirate. I honestly could just go on and on about
how much love and respect I have for my fellow
pirates, but I’ll keep it short. We have pide night
every Tuesday, which I was quickly invited to and
it’s where we just go out and eat somewhere.
It’s where I really got to know them and meet
a few pirates who don’t usually make it to the
battle nights. I even came out to my brother as
transgender (over call) on one of these nights.
I came back from that phone call to so much
support and love. During lockdown, we simply
moved our nights online.

LARP short for Live Action Role Play, is exactly
that, role play played out in a physical form.
Every LARP group is different and I stumbled into
Swordcraft Newcastle who focuses on battle and
fun, with a little bit of role play thrown in the mix.

With the commotion of the city and the demands
of running a business, it is easy to get swept
away in the hustle of it all. One of the important
things that grounds Dopper is her partner,
Brooklyn Brady. The two have been together
for five years and currently live in Newtown, with
their Miniature Schnauzer Winona. Yes, named
after Winona Ryder. Kat and Brooklyn’s love
story began with the millennial way of Instagram.
Dopper recalls receiving a random follow on the
app, and so immediately she followed back. She
admits her cluelessness when she laughs saying
it took her months to realise Brooklyn was flirting
with her the whole time.

However, Dopper is quick to interrupt
acknowledging that although there are benefits
to seeing the positives in life and taking every
opportunity there are also consequences.
“People can really take advantage of that,” she
admits and there’s suddenly a pause where
Dopper opens up about her more vulnerable self.
“To be honest, lots of great things haven’t come
from saying yes,” she admits. “There’s been
projects that I’ve worked on and that have
failed,”. But most important Dopper says “You
can’t focus on that you can only focus on the
positives.”
Dopper is unsure where her next “yes” will take
her. But one thing she knows, it will always be
exciting.

When asked how Brooklyn describes Kat, they
both landed upon fearless and a risk taker. “So
much so that it can be annoying at times, flighty,
distracted and she’s constantly energetic,”.
Dopper isn’t one to conform to society’s norms,
instead she goes against. She doesn’t believe in
the tradition of marriage but maybe one day will
consider it with her partner. “She’s always looking
at the world through rose coloured glasses…
that kind of positive outlook on life”.

Friday night comes around and I make the
decision to put my pronouns pins (They and He)
on my shirt, before leaving the house. I distinctly
remember thinking, “I hope I am safe with these
on.” I am transgender and having my pins visible
can lead to situations where I am no longer safe.
But I took a risk and I am so glad that I did.

The culture of sharing is strong within my LARP
group. Everyone is so keen to lend you their
weapons and armour. By the end of the year I
had tried multiple different swords, band guns
and even a flail. I had ran around with full kits of
armour that was simply lent to me.

For the first time in a none-Queer space, people
acknowledged my pronouns and corrected
themselves and others when they got them
wrong. I had a person who I now consider a close
friend, come up to me and personally apologise
for misgendering me and promising to try harder.
Everyone I interacted with that night were nice,
welcoming and encouraging throughout the
entire night. I had such an incredible time, so the
next week I came back and have never left.

Ultimately, I am so glad that I took a risk and
wore my pins that day. I’ve had the opportunity to
meet so many people from different walks so life
and form strong friendships with them. I would
of never even met these people if it wasn’t for
LARP. People look out for me and I look out for
them. LARP has turned into a safe haven, where
I know that my identity is respected. Plus I get to
hit people with swords.

All Heaps Gay events are currently on hold due
to COVID-19.

By Breanna Porter (she/her)
Image original credit to The Daily Telegraph
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By Av DeVries (They/He) A Gender-Queer Man
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BEST
QUEER
AUSSIE
ARTISTS
of the year

Let us know what you think! Follow my
Aussie Babies playlist for your
favourite Aussie artists
Contains some explicit content*

ARTIST

SONG(S)

IF YOU LIKE

VETTA BORNE

Girls
Drive-In

Dua Lipa, fat bass riffs, ultimate boogie tune

HOPE D

Common denominator

Pop rock vibes, grungy electric guitar, G flip

IMBI

Don’t Sleep
Swell*
Peaches & Scream*

Sza, uplifting beats

CRY CLUB

DFTM*

Angsty pop, empowering pop anthems

LONELYSPECK

All my skin on the air
Happy new year

Flume, being in your feelings with a beat,
amazing mixing

COURTNEY BARNETT

Avant gardener
Depreston

Regina Spektor, Missy Higgins, chill country
elements

CUB SPORT

Hawaiian party
Come on and mess
me up Nirvana*

Chill in your feels, eclectic synth pads

MONTAIGNE

Ready
Is this all I am good for
Because I love you

Powerful women, empowering tunes and just
music in general

HANDSOME

TV set
Late night baseball game

London Grammar, electric grooves

ESSIE HOLT

Give me the night
Wanna stay up with you

HAIM, uplifting indie pop

CABLE TIES

Sandcastles
Say what you mean*

Grunge pop rock, early Aussie rock, heavy
electric guitar with strong vocals

MISS BLANKS

Good good D*
Woman’s world 2.0

Missy Elliot, female rap anthems

TROYE SIVAN

Take yourself home
Rager Teenager*

Crying to beautiful vocals, wanting to be the
main character

KEIYNAN LONSDALE

We are the children
Gay street fighter*
Rhythm & music
White noise*

Childish Gambino, beautiful heartbreaking
ballads contrasting with killer raps and bass
riffs
By Emily Coles (she/her)
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No Queer
rights on a
dead planet!
Climate change and the Queer community.
The people in charge of the government and the
economy are busy eroding queer rights almost
as fast as they are created in legislation (boo!).

Returning to climate destabilisation driving
increased xenophobic rhetoric from the rightwing.

They are doing the same to other marginalised
communities (boo! hiss!).

Queers are already targeted as threatening other
and valid targets for abuse – this is only likely
to become more extreme. The poor and other
minorities are targeted as threats or undesirables
under nationalistic rhetoric and austere economic
governance, which emboldens those who are
already basically looking for excuses to bash or
otherwise assault us.

And are at the same time tripping over themselves
to destroy the environment in the pursuit of shortterm profits (shame! evil wankers!).
Anyone who knows me personally has no doubt
witnessed my extended rants about the evils
of capitalism, colonialism, and wilful climate
destruction. But what exactly does this have to
do with queer rights? The short answer is that
as the climate destabilises further, and rightwing xenophobia rises taking advantage of it,
marginalised communities get fucked over at
every turn. You only have to look at how our
government treats refugees, or how America is
responding to the Black Lives Matter movement,
to see this in action. This problem is particularly
evident in the aftermath of so-called ‘natural’
disasters such as Hurricane Katrina.

Increased frequency and severity of heatwaves
are another issue impacting trans folk who bind
(difficulty breathing, overheating) or otherwise
can’t expose large amounts of skin as well as
homeless people and folks with other health
challenges.

Even when they are not homeless, queer
people (particularly trans people) face higher
levels of poverty and unemployment. Along
with general levels of draining queer-phobia,
than straight people who are otherwise the
same demographically. This means that they
do not have the same resources to live through
or move away from extreme climate events
Queer folks are commonly concentrated in
coastal cities at high risk of flooding and severe
storms, migrant minorities face similar issues,
just as poorer Indigenous communities are
concentrated in rural drought-affected areas.

Queer people already face issues accessing
safe and inclusive health and aged care, this
means that they, along with other impoverished
minorities, are going to be overrepresented in
death-tolls of elderly folks who die in heatwaves
or from lack of otherwise easy to access
healthcare.

Climate
destabilisation
impacts
national
economies and resource flows (scarcity) – leading
to difficulties in medication supply and rising
costs. This particularly affects trans and gender
diverse people requiring lifelong medication (eg
hormones) along with folks using PEP and PREP
(queer as well as straight) for managing HIV risks
and symptoms. We are already facing various
shortages of hormones and other medications
(that are not difficult to produce just because they
are not a priority for manufacturers, on top of the
gatekeeping bullshit we have to go through to
access them in the first place). It also makes it
more difficult to get non-medical items as well
such as packers, binders, etc.

Massive storm events like this disproportionally
affect the homeless community, and roughly
40% of homeless youth identify as queer. During
Katrina, queer people (among various other
groups) were turned away from storm shelters,
leaving them at the mercy of the elements.
When they do die in disaster events (or from
other causes) they are structurally erased,
particularly in official casualty statistics. Even if
they are counted among the dead they are often
misgendered or filed in arbitrary categories that
do not match their identity.

Climate change also leads to increased air and
water pollution, thus exacerbating health issues,
and increased costs of food and other resources
due to droughts and other issues. Food and
water scarcity always hit colonised countries and
marginalised communities the hardest.
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Government and disaster recovery organisations
are consistently queer-phobic as well as
racist, sexist, and classist. This means that
management and mitigation strategies and
recovery efforts, exclude our voices and either
leave queer and poor neighbourhoods destroyed
by climate disasters or jump on the opportunity
for gentrification, driving marginalised folks out
of their communities (as has been shown again
and again in the US following major cyclones/
hurricanes).
Extreme weather and disaster events give
authorities justification for state of emergency
powers. These emergency powers often
heighten the risks of human rights abuses and
other abuses of power that affect marginalised
groups (see recent events with targeted policing
of minorities and poor neighbourhoods under
the pretext of covid). When disaster relief efforts
begin authorities clearly prioritise communities
they see as valuable, leaving the rest of us to
look after our own. Also, as mentioned earlier,
when we die in catastrophic climate events
the authorities simply do not count us properly
among the victims – either not counting us at
all, counting us as part of the general affected
population without noting relevant details, and/
or misgendering people in their official records.
Increased flow of climate refugees also has an
impact as queer people often end up seeking
asylum at higher rates than straight folks due to
oppression and violence exacerbated by climate
disasters and drought (then we lock them up
in detention torture centres - see the powerful
writing of Behrouz Boochani).
Queer people who are Indigenous, people of
colour (POC), other ethnic and cultural minorities
have overlapping and compounding experiences
of oppression and disadvantage at the hands
of governments and the white/straight/wealthy
majority. This is only going to get worse for all
of us as the government continues to make the
future less habitable and less equitable rather
than taking the opportunity to improve things for
all of us who don’t own global companies.
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Queer folks (and other visible minorities) are
already at the front-lines advocating and fighting
for social justice and the environment. Although
many minority groups are fighting against
immediate threats foremost and the environment
when they can. But they are more likely to face
police brutality while at protests than people who
look white, straight, and middle class.

A lot of the really important big changes need
to be supported by government policies and
funding, but these only come about due to
sustained community pressure and radical
community initiatives leading the way.
Many queer folks are already heavily involved in
environmental justice organising and supporting
a wide variety of campaigns. While some well
off gay and lesbian folks seem to want to focus
on integrating into the middle-class status quo,
large amounts of the community (particularly
trans and gender diverse people) are facing
the immediate effects of climate crisis and the
associated economic destabilisation and right
wing politics. As a result we are automatically
engaging with environmental and other social
justice issues in order to fight for a society we
can be safe and thrive in. Despite this we are only
a small proportion of the wider community and
those involved in environmental campaigning,
without the rest of you to fight alongside we will
remain relegated to the fringes.

Many of the people reading this, especially in
a queer pride focused issue of Opus, will no
doubt already be aware of much of this. But
for those of you who weren’t, I hope this gives
a new appreciation of some of the intersections
between queer issues and climate change.
Maybe, like me, you are now feeling a mix of
horror, despair, and anger? This is a good start,
but I propose that you mix some hope in with
the anger.
If enough of us band together through the
escalating bullshit our so-called political leaders
are contributing to, we can shift things onto a
less dystopian trajectory, but it’s gonna be a
hard fight. A hard fight made all the harder, not
only due to tokenism and active undermining by
the government, but also due to the university
focusing more on symbolic initiatives over
meaningful action on climate and queer issues.
Although it should be acknowledged that there
is some good work being done by the Ally
Network, and some excellent promising science
and engineering work on renewables locally.

So, as a queer woman I call on all of us to
stand together, not only with pride in our vitality
and distinctiveness as we resist the binary
heteronormative society that seeks to grind us
down and erase us, but also in solidarity with
those affected by climate change.
Let me turn this around to you: what are your
plans or ideas for bringing about a better future
and limiting climate change? Are you making
spaces for our voices? What can we learn from
one another? How are we going to win?

All of this should reinforce that we must work
together to force meaningful long-term action
on climate as well as queer issues from the
bureaucracies that rule our university and wider
society. There are many groups already that you
can join to link up with community and be active.
The Queer Collective focuses on supporting
queer students and advocating for issues that
affect us at the university. Even without a current
formal Environment Collective there are scattered
informal enviro groups around the place,
including ‘queers for climate’. And these groups
follow in a strong lineage of groups mobilising
around intersectional issues.

By Ivy Scurr (she/her), queer trans woman,
PhD student (sociology & anthropology)
Ivy has been a member of the different student
associations at UoN for more than a decade,
including serving as 2020 queer postgrad
representative for the Queer Collective and NUPSA
(before it closed mid-year), 2020 Enviro Convenor
for NUSA (before it closed mid-year), and 2018
FEDUA faculty rep for NUSA. She has been
involved in queer and environmental justice issues
for several years. Ivy is angry passionate about
many things and wants to work with others to make
the world a better place.
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Teaching
Gender
Identity in
schools

As a primary school teacher, I strongly believe
that gender and identity should be taught in
both late primary school and throughout high
school. Currently there is no content in the
primary school curriculum regarding gender
identity and sexuality and very limited aspects of
the topic in the high school PD/H/PE syllabus.
From my experience as a primary school teacher,
students in year 5 and 6 are starting to explore
their sexuality but have very limited guidance
if they feel uncomfortable discussing these
topics with their parents. We need to create a
safe environment for students to discuss any
questions or concerns they may have.

Schools educate a diverse range of students and
encourage individuality everyday, however when
it comes to educating them about their sexuality
it is off limits and they are relegated to using
the internet to find answers to their questions,
to me this makes no sense. Students need to
learn that their sexual orientation is not a ‘lifestyle
choice’ but a part of who they are. Teachers are
“perceived as credible and trustworthy sources”
for other wealth’s of knowledge but many are
apprehensive about discussing sexuality with
their students.
Everyone should have the opportunity to be
comfortable with who they are and promote that
to society. There are individuals in my life who are
part of the LGBTQIA+ community and I accept
them as they are. I can also put into perspective
and understand the older generations point of
view as this is not a topic they were open about
when they were younger so it may be harder for
them to understand and accept it. To allow for
future generations to be more accepting it thus
must be taught to them at this important stage
of their life. Before studying this topic, I did not
know a lot about intersex people. The content
was extremely eye opening and made me
consider the stereotypes even an openminded
person places on many children and adults in life.

Schools should be offering a safe environment
for their students to learn and ask questions
about sexuality and gender identity. I believe all
aspects of gender identity including transgender,
intersex and non-binary information should be
implemented in the syllabus. Students need to
learn that there is more than just male and female.
A large quantity of students are subject to social
conformity and pressured into ‘compulsory
heterosexuality’ because they are not allowed to
believe it’s okay to be “different”.
From my perspective the amount of gender
identity and sexuality content within the NSW
PDHPE syllabus is abysmal. Across six years
of schooling there are two content points which
are extremely narrow. The only discussion about
identity within these years is based around
uniqueness and the environment changing how
you view yourself. These years of a students’
schooling are crucial for their development of how
they view themselves and their classmates. The
syllabus already enforces education of identity
being shaped by change and the environment,
why not expand and talk about identity as a whole.

Throughout my life I have been very open to each
and every individuals chosen identity, however
as a teacher in the 21st century there are an
enormous number of children who are being
forced into stereotypes about their own qualities,
characteristics and activities they engage in.
As a community we need to rally together to
encourage the education of gender identity and
sexuality in schools.

By Tanika Bradford (she/her)
This piece was originally published as a university
assessment that has been marked already
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F.Lesbian

F.Trans

F.Bisexual

F.Ace

UNIQUE
SPEcIMENS
Butterflies often have brightly coloured wings
with unique patterns made up of tiny scales
and they range in sizes from 1/8 and inch to 12
inches. Just like our friends here they are very
diverse and unique.
Scientists estimate that there are around 23000
to 25000 different species of butterfly. They are
so different and beautiful, it’s always hard to find
two the exact same. Just like people. Finding any
two the exact same would be a miracle.

F.Gays

F..Pansexual

Butterflies are normally a positive sign, one of
life and happiness as they emerge around the
warming season. They are watched in wonder
by all those around them. They are a beauty to
behold, and one to be treasured by all.
We are all butterflies in a way, with our own unique
patterns, sizes, colours, flower preferences and
charisma.
Artwork by Kya Branch (they/them)
Written by Tyler Bridges (she/her)
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A Short
History of
the Queer
Collective
At the end of 1991 the former student’s
association, NUSA, redrafted its constitution.
As part of this process, the Convenor of the
Gay and Lesbian Committee was created. This
role had existed informally for the previous year
or two, but did not have voting rights on the
Student Representative Council (SRC). Adding
this position to the SRC was endorsed by NUSA.
However, the University’s Executive Council did
not approve the new constitution as they claimed
that the inclusion of this new position could result
in any minority group being able to control the
numbers in the student’s
association.

The need for a more inclusive term than just ‘gay
and lesbian’ was a motivating factor behind the
reclamation of the term Queer. There was a lot
of heated discussion around the term ‘queer’
during the 90s. In 1996, the Gay and Lesbian
Convenor position was changed to the Queer
Convenor position.
Since it was first formed, the Collective has been
active across a number of issues that affect the
queer community. It has also been instrumental
in the designation of an autonomous hangout
room in the student association building called
the ‘queer space’, and been instrumental in
the recent successful fight for gender neutral
bathrooms in buildings on multiple campuses.
This is just a small snippet of the Queer Collective’s
history. The Collective has been an important
and active part of the student community at this
university for decades, and continues to work in
support of queer student community.

There was a complaint lodged by the SRC with
the Anti-Discrimination Act Board, and a rally was
staged by students in June of 1992. Later that
year, another meeting was called to vote on the
drafted constitution. The students who attended
that meeting voted unanimously to have the
position of Gay and Lesbian Convenor kept in
the constitution. This made NUSA one of the first
student associations in Australia to have a voting
position for the Gay and Lesbian Convenor in its
constitution.

All of the historical information above (apart
from recent events such as the queer space
and bathrooms) is drawn from Out in the Valley:
Hunter Gay and Lesbian Histories, Southgate,
Coan, &amp; Wafer, 2000. For those interested
in reading more, the book should be available
in the university library; the section dealing with
NUSA specifically is pages 148-156.

That year, the Gay and Lesbian Convenor
worked with the Gay and Lesbian Association to
organise the first Gay and Lesbian Pride Week
on campus. He also wrote for OPUS, organised
meetings and held social events. These are all
things that have been carried on by a number of
Queer Convenors over the years.

By TJ Hay (they/them) and Ivy Scurr (she/her)
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Queer Space
at UNSA
Inside the UNSA building, there is an autonomous
space for LGBTIQA+ identifying or questioning
students. As you walk in the automatic doors,
you walk towards the rainbow across the room,
into the corridor with the bathrooms and right at
the end, you will find the Queer Space.
Having an autonomous place for queer students
to go to is incredibly important. Not only does
it allow for queer people to connect with
their community, but it can provide a place of
sanctuary for people to escape the harassment
or discrimination they may face relating to their
sexuality, gender identity or intersex status in the
wider university setting.
The room is pretty full of things to do: there is an
incredibly comfy couch to sit on, a small queer
library, a TV, and in the autumn to spring months,
we have two aquatic snails named Safe Sex
Susan and Queer Quinn which can be watched
peacefully moving around their tank.
Being a part of the LGBTIQA+ community
can make navigating university life particularly
difficult, and having a Queer Space allows us to
collate specific resources which can help people
overcome some of the road blocks. The space
has information to help with changing your name
and/or gender with the university, how to talk
to your lecturers/tutors about using the correct
name and pronoun, navigating Centrelink,
housing and health services.
We also have: information about different support
services around Newcastle, free sanitary items,
pronoun badges, condoms, and information
about sexual and mental health support. Just
outside the Queer Space, we also have an
inclusive bathroom which can be used by anyone
regardless of their gender identity or expression.
We want to make the space accessible as
possible, welcoming everyone under the
LGBTIQA+ umbrella.

Originally published Opus
Online July 10th 2019
By Max Tran (he/they)
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I Like
WOMEN & MEN,
is There a
Problem?
Biphobia: is aversion toward bisexuality and
toward bisexual people as a social group or
as individuals. It can take the form of denial
that bisexuality is a genuine sexual orientation,
or of negative stereotypes about people who
are bisexual (such as the beliefs that they are
promiscuous or dishonest).

It’s something that really sticks with you when
you hear;
“You aren’t straight enough”
“You aren’t gay enough”
“Oh, that’s so hot”
“You can still marry a guy though”

Doesn’t that sound like crap. Being told that who
you are is not valid, or who you are is wrong. Well
that happens to so many people from the Queer
community, specifically it happens to bisexual
people. The worst thing about it is that bisexual
people suffer biphobia from both non-queer’s
and queer’s alike.

“Want to have a threesome?”
The most recent one is as a female bisexual you
are told you aren’t feminist enough and you are
reinforcing the patriarchy by being with a man.
Apparently as a bisexual woman who is dating a
man, I am giving him “more power”.

Being bisexual is one of those things that, like
anything with growing up and discovering
yourself, can be pretty darn hard. Some of us
have it easier than others, coming out not be
so bad when people still “understand” your
sexuality. Things like “oh but you’re still into men
so it’s ok” can get thrown around A LOT. Most
of us power through and keep our head raised
high. I find most of the bi people I know do not
give a f**k what people think, or at least we tell
the world that is how we feel.

Um excuse me, WHAT?!
This just takes the icing on the cake of biphobia
for me, and it was said by a member of the
Queer community. Something I never understand
is oppressed or prejudiced against people
discriminating or putting down other oppressed
or prejudiced people. It makes absolutely no
sense why we cannot stand as a community
against horrible people and why we have to
constantly attack people for not being feminist
enough, or gay enough. Frankly, I’ve had enough.
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First of all, if you knew me you would know there
is no extra “power” being given to my boyfriend,
he gets called out on any bullshit, no matter how
slight. He has not once fetishized my sexuality,
he is not consciously sexist (everyone has those
underlying sexist things from society – we are
working on them), and he has never had an issue
with me being into more than just men. Which is
more than I can say for those who are supposed
to automatically support me as a part of my
“community”.
Secondly, my feminism being called into
question cuts real deep. Once again, if you
knew me you would know that I try to educate
myself on all different struggles of women from
all different cultures. I fight for women’s rights
when I can, make myself a voice for women in
all areas, especially education. I am not saying
my feminism is perfect, no one’s is, but saying
because the person I am with has a dick I am not
feminist, that’s an issue for me.
Every second conversation I have at home is
anti-patriarchy, down with capitalism. But there
are then by people who have no idea on who I
am and what I stand for saying that I am invalid in
my sexuality and feminism because of who I am
with. It all feels very backwards.
I find myself so excluded from both Queer
and Straight spaces sometimes, never gay
enough, never straight enough. This new battle
surrounding justifying my feminism and my
relationship is kind of like the straw that broke
the camel’s back for me.
I write this as a proudly bisexual woman, I love
women, and I love some men. Sometimes in the
past I have said I wish I could just be attracted
to women because as we know men can be
terrifying. But I found one I like and because I am
blessed with choice and blessed with a big heart,
I love him. And if you don’t like it, I really couldn’t
give a crap.

By Tyler Bridges (she/her)
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the flag
raising

PRIDE AND THE
STUDENT EXPERIENCE
The flag-raising ceremony has been the
introductory event to Pride Week since 2017.
Students and staff members are able to come
together and watch the rainbow flag rise and
fly outside of the Great Hall and listen to queer
staff and student leaders speak about their
ongoing commitment to bettering the university
experience of LGBTQIA+ people. It is a powerful
atmosphere, and to see so many people turn up
in support is incredibly heart-warming.

So, what does the Flag Raising and Pride
mean?
Raising the rainbow flag is the opening event,
and the flag flies high throughout Pride (and
sometimes even longer if everyone forgets to
take it down, like in 2018). But, how it feels to see
the flag raised will be different for every student.
For one person, it might be the first time they
have seen an queer event anywhere, never mind
at University. For the next person, it might be a
moment to reflect on their identity and engage
with their community. For others, it may be
deeply sentimental, and a reminder of what has
happened throughout history for events like this
to happen today.

The Flag
Whilst the rainbow flag is a classic symbol for
the queer community, we are unfortunately
not immune to discriminatory views. Racism,
biphobia, transphobia (and more) still run
rampant and are incredibly harmful. In particular,
difficulties faced by BIPOC have led the Queer
Collective to use the Philadelphia flag since
2018. This is similar to the original rainbow flag
but with an additional black and brown stripe to
highlight and celebrate people of colour in the
community. Exclusionary or intolerant views are
unacceptable and only highlight the work we
need to invest in decolonising our queer spaces
and making them accessible for all.

It is fair to note how a flag raising at a large
institution such as a university may seem
problematic without affirmatory advances in
queer student welfare. It is easy for Pride to
be viewed as a show, a party or profitable
event. This line of thinking is profoundly toxic
and disrespectful to the history and founding
movements. The queer community celebrates
Pride as part of the ongoing battle for equality; to
recognise presence, affirmation and persistence.
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Pride reminds us of the fighting still left to do.
Queer identities are still debated in classrooms,
the University is yet to adopt a self-determination
model to change gender markers, and many
students still seek health care off-campus. Plus,
2020 hasn’t made things easier. Many students
have lost their connection with community
which, amidst a pandemic dragging us all
through the mud, is terrifying. It is this sense of
community that builds resilience and empowers
queer students to embrace and explore their
identity, make lasting friendships and work to
make the changes they want to see at UON. At
Pride this year, I’m incredibly excited to see some
autonomous workshop events aimed at helping
queer students better themselves and explore
their identities.
I hope that everyone else is equally as keen
to dive into Pride events this year! For more
information on these events, please check out
the Queer Collective Facebook page!

By Max Tran (he/they)
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Content warning: The following piece contains references to violance around sexuality which some may find distressing.
Please reach out if in need. The following is the UON counselling service: https://www.newcastle.edu.au/current-students/
support/personal/counselling

Forbidden
Love
In a world full of hate and intolerance to no end,
How foolish it was to fall in love with my best friend.
I didn’t mean for it to happen; it happened by chance...
He smiled at me once and I fell in love at a glance.
Closer we grew together in love’s strong connection,
And long last my mirror did not show a sad reflection.
But my parents found out and called me a disgrace,
My father punched my jaw and spat in my face.
I ran to his house and took refuge in his arms,
He cuddled me close and promised to spare me from harm.
Then whispered, “I love you” and I shot up in surprise,
Searched his face and found only the truth in his eyes.
He laid me down in his bed and it felt so divine,
Then after weeks of waiting his lips finally found mine.
Lying there in his arms made me feel so complete,
And I fell asleep that night listening to his heartbeat.

That night I stood in his house with a heart irreparable;
My world without him had become simply unbearable.
I remembered his smile and the way his eyes shined,
Once blue, bold, and bright, now dead, dull, and blind.
I remembered his embrace and the touch of his lips,
And the way he’d look at me and cause my stomach to flip.
Living in this world without him ripped my soul apart
His love touched my soul and warmed my heart.
The love that we shared reduced to a mere ember,
A tear rolled down my cheek as I put a bullet into the chamber.
Shaking and trembling, the cold metal kissed the back of my head,
Dear God, why wasn’t it me that was murdered instead?
I whispered “I love you” to the angel I admired;
Took a deep breath, closed my eyes, and fired.
I was found the next day by my angel’s poor brother
Who waited for the ambulance and made the call to my mother.
There were no tears and no regrets were expressed;
I had brought shame to the family and this outcome was best.
At my funeral this time there was nobody there,
To hear a disingenuous sermon from a priest who didn’t care.
I was buried that day in the plot next to his,
Just two sinful fags the world would not miss.
***
Now to the Church that condemns and detests,
I look down upon you with unbridled contempt.
You smug-faced cunts who deem fiction ethereal,
Who the fuck are you to say that love isn’t real?

Yet that one night of perfection was the last night of his life,
As my whole world crashed down upon the blade of a knife.
My father had told every listener he could find,
And the crazed and blind fools of his Church were not kind.
My love promised he’d come straight home after school,
But he found himself cornered and suffered a fate beyond cruel.
Darkness fell after sunset as I set out to find him,
Crying in fear and panic while fighting off thoughts growing grim.
I found him in an alley and my heart simply stopped;
I sprinted over to his body and over it, I dropped.
I begged and I cried but no-one answered my plea,
And I stared into his eyes, but his eyes couldn’t see me.
Then at his funeral of my angel, I kissed his forehead goodbye,
And listened to his mother dismiss what we felt as a lie.

By Ben Lewis (he/him)
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Butterflies
Confidence begins to dwindle as Ally sits at
the vanity. Second thoughts cause fogginess
distracting from the application of foundation. It
was no use. The illusion of a clean, consistent
complexion she has created only encourages her
nerves – butterflies fluttering against her ribcage.

Ally’s hand slips and she curses as golden
dust collects under her eyes. Butterflies are
resurrected with detached wings. She hasn’t
told her yet, though, it hadn’t necessarily come
up in conversation. Among their discussions of
superhero movies and daily lives, the specifics
of their respective sexualities had never made a
feature. Hers was quite clear, with a profile photo
featuring a pride flag of pink shades. It wasn’t
a conscious decision at first, but whenever
Ally mentioned any male relationship, any male
attraction, she did so in the past tense.

It’s just a phase.
Hands shaking unmistakably, Ally reaches for
her eyeshadow tentatively. She swallows as
the butterflies rise up her throat, watching the
metallic powder shimmer under artificial lighting.
What would her date think when she saw her?
Would she have her figured out at a glance?
Know that Ally was as much of an illusion as the
cosmetics she wore?

It’s just a phase.
A hasty correction and onto mascara, she ignores
the fragile creatures she is choking on. Ally never
intended to make her interest in men sound like
an echo from her past, but she found it to be the
safest of options. Her sexuality had always been
fragmented from the rest of her identity, tucked
under the rug with late night hook-ups and the
lingering stain of another women’s lipstick on her
jaw.

It’s just a phase.
She had no reason to be nervous about her,
she knew. With a fairy floss voice and messages
crafted in ways that made her feel as though she
was right there with you, Ally had felt nothing
but comfort in her limited presence. They hadn’t
met in person, but with a gentle aura like that?
Ally knew. Self-assurance clipped the butterflies’
wings and she was able to focus, anxiety faltering
- if only for a moment.

It’s just a phase.

Ally draws in a sharp breath, doubts circling in
obsessive turmoil- throat closing and crumpling
wings. The puzzle of her sexuality only started
to piece itself together recently, moments of
repressed confusion unravelling in a new light;
her fixation on female celebrities, the jealousy
that contaminated her when her close friend
starting dating in high school. It all started to
make sense in a way she could never explain.
A feeling of relief and added tension. The puzzle
was completed, but the label it wore came with
scepticism and uncertainty.

What would they think if this actually went well?
Would their opinions of bisexuality become null
and void? Or, would they simply assume that
she was a closeted lesbian in denial? If they
were to become official would she be able to
trust her? If Ally were to feel attraction towards
a man, would she think she had been lying the
entire time? That their relationship was simply her
experimenting? Could she blame her if her fairy
floss voice became rotten with accusations?
Hands shaking, mascara running, frozen at the
vanity. Butterflies multiply and spread, infecting
her bloodstream and rattling every bone. She’s
late now, phone buzzing periodically with
messages of questioning concern. Ally breathes
haphazardly, judgements and hypothesises
swirling around her. She’s not ready for this. How
could she think she was ready for this?

It’s just a phase.
Her masterpiece is complete, she should be
leaving now or else she’ll be late. Though, watery
eyes threaten to spoil the illusion. Since she’d
been open about her sexuality, Ally had mainly
been met with criticism and contempt. The
word ‘bisexual’ seemed to be synonymous with
‘confused’ and ‘trend’ and-

Just a phase.
A simple text to cancel the date, sent before
she could give herself time to rationalize, time
to think. Ally curled up under her duvet after an
hour of uneven breaths and smudged make-up
wipes, butterflies dancing with the unresolvable
tension resting against her chest.

It’s just a phase.
Trusted friends told her that she couldn’t tell
others until she was ‘sure’, though they never
explained how she’d know if she was. Women
at gay bars and nightclubs would turn away in
masked disdain if she revealed the truth, silently
telling her she was not welcome there. When
Ally told her mother, a woman known for her
open-mind, she only said one thing with feigned
sympathy in her eyes.

Tayla Needham (She/Her)

“It’s just a phase, sweetie.”

It’s just a phase.
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Has newcastle
forgotten about
its queer
community?
“You just feel so unaccepted” This was the
case for Newcastle resident, Mikhaila Tamplin,
after living many years in confusion wondering
who she is, what her identity is, one thing finally
appeared for her in her early 20’s… she wasn’t
straight.

Tamplin struggled with coming to terms with
her own sexuality as a lesbian. Up until her 20’s
Tamplin had a long-term boyfriend.
“For a long time, I didn’t know who I was. I had a
boyfriend, but it felt like part of me was missing,”
said Tamplin. For this twenty-three-year-old, it
was commonplace to feel sheltered from her true
identity. “I didn’t have any gay role models that
could introduce me into the LGBTQ community.
I was kept in the dark,” she admitted.

The feeling of going to nightclub is meant to be
an exciting experience. It commonly produces a
sense of community and ignites unity. However,
if you’re wanting to meet someone who is similar
to you, in this environment it’s even harder.
Scanning the room hopelessly for a girl that
remotely appears like she would be interested
in the same sex is like finding a needle in a
haystack. As you’re witnessing couples sitting
down at the tables, loved up with their arms over
each other, and then men attempting to flirt with
girls on the dancefloor as the vodka has gone
to their head, feelings of isolation start to spread
making you wish you were anywhere else. You
are surrounded by so many people, yet you
still feel so alone. Politely rejecting men who hit
on you and explaining to them you’re gay, is a
common occurrence.

“Coming out to my brother was one of the
hardest times for me. I had been putting it off for
so long because I knew he was homophobic.”
For LGBTQ+ people coming out is often the
most dreaded and anxiety riddled moment of
their life as they don’t know how their loved ones
will react. Luckily for Tamplin her brother and rest
of her family accepted her.
“He said “you’re a girl so that’s okay. If our
other brother came out as gay I’d disown him”.”
Tamplin recalled. Sadly, this is still the mindset
for some.

Gay nightlife has always been an integral building
block for the LGBTQ+ community. It acts as a
vital space for community bonding and escaping
societal persecution. Unfortunately, this does
not exist in Newcastle. The lack of LGBTQ+
friendly nightlife in the city, leaves members of the
community feeling abandoned and their sense of
community forgotten. This has immense mental
health implications on the LGBTQ+ community.

For someone realising that they’re lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, non-binary or anything
else that falls under the category of not being
cisgender and heterosexual automatically means
accepting that they’re different from everyone
else. The result of no spaces primarily for
inclusivity of the LGBTQ+ can result in feelings of
loneliness, rejection and alienation from society
making it difficult to improve their quality of life.
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Tamplin believes if Newcastle had more specific
bars for her community, it could help people
struggling to come to terms with their own
sexuality and identity. “I find it frustrating that
there are no gay bars in Newcastle. I’d love to
have somewhere where I could get to know
my community better. It would be great to have
somewhere to go where I know that there would
be someone who understands that side of me.
Somewhere I could feel completely comfortable
to be myself without fear of reprimand... A home
base if you will,” said Tamplin.

“I originally came out to my sister, thinking that
she was a safe person to tell seeing as she had
many LGBTQ friends. Instead, she cried for days
nonstop, to the point where my parents thought I
had told her I had cancer, so I then had to come
out to them. They were extremely unsupportive
and made me feel like the choice to be myself
would burden them. After three years of trying
to push myself back into the closet, my parents
committed a massive breach of trust, and I
realised that I was sacrificing my identity for
people who didn’t even respect me. I am now
estranged from my family and the majority of my
extended family,” said Gow.
Losing your family unit is beyond unimaginable.
It can leave you questioning your own self-worth.
There’s the opportunity to develop serious trust
issues, depression and anxiety.

“I find it frustrating that
there are no gay bars in
Newcastle. I’d love to
have somewhere where
I could get to know my
community better.”

A study conducted in 2020 by the National LGBTI
Health Alliance found that LGBTQ+ people are
more likely to be diagnosed with mental health
issues. It’s reported that lesbian, gay, bisexual
people over the age of 16 are three times more
likely to be diagnosed with depression. With
31.5% of lesbian, gay and bisexual people
aged over 16 have been diagnosed with anxiety
disorder. Whereas, 74% of transgender and
gender diverse people aged between 14 and 25
have been diagnosed with depression. Following,
72.5% of transgender and gender diverse people
reported for fitting the anxiety disorder criteria.

Tamplin believes there is light at the end of the
tunnel. “I embraced and accepted myself a lot
more once I had come to terms with the fact that
I’m a lesbian. I had always known that there was
something about myself that I hadn’t really come
to terms with, but once I started dating women
everything made sense. It was as if I had only
ever known a piece of myself and not myself as
a whole,” she said.

According to the study, the transgender
community has a higher rate of suicidal tendencies
and behaviours with numbers recording five
times more likely for those aged between 16 and
27. With transgender people specifically, being
eleven times more likely to attempt suicide than
the general population.

When someone is transgender, coming out might
sound more like a death sentence to them. The
backlash a person will face is almost inevitable.
Jacqueline Gow,26, describes her coming
out story as one of the biggest challenges she
emotionally had to face. “Those who I thought
would support me didn’t, and those who I didn’t
think would be supportive were there for me the
most.” The crippling effects of coming out is
different for each person. If your family supports
you, then you’re considered the lucky one.
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Gow is slowly starting to feel valued again. She’s
had to adopt a family of her own, by surrounding
herself with friends who accept her completely.

“NSW law is my greatest struggle.”
There is an elevated risk of sexual assault and
violence for people of the community, with
Gow stating she has previously been sexually
assaulted in the past.

The challenges for transgender individuals do
not stop there.
Each state in Australia, excluding NSW and
QLD, acknowledges transgender changes on
birth certificates. NSW and QLD law prohibits
birth certificate change unless the individual
has undergone sex affirmation procedure. Gow
is unable to change the gender on her birth
certificate legally due to these laws.

Where safe spaces are meant to provide
happiness, Gow feels even more isolated when
she is at an LGBTQ+ bar. “I don’t feel like gay
bars are very orientated towards trans people,”
she said.
Perhaps the problem is we need more spaces
which makes each individual feel as equally
included.

“This inability to change my passport means it
would be very uncomfortable and unsafe for me
to ever travel outside of Australia,” said Gow.

Headspace Maitland Psychologist Emma Bray
has had professional experience working with
the mental health of LGBTQ+ patients. She
states that the LGBTQ+ community is often
subject to “discrimination that they are subject to
in certain venues so it’s really important for them
to have a place where they feel safe where they
can accurately express themselves and are able
to be them”.

While Gow is presenting as a female, the law
prevents her from using female bathrooms
according to her birth certificate stating male.
“I could be charged with indecent exposure or
a child sex offence if there were children in the
bathroom and someone wanted to take me to
court,” said Gow. The unfortunate truth is that if
Gow was accused, she would have to be held
in a male prison according to her birth certificate
until the court date.

Bray is appalled by the lack of options there are
for the community. “Why is it that there are no
gay bars in Newcastle? Why is it that people have
to travel to Sydney? We have such a massive
LGBTQ community but why don’t we have
venues that are inclusive. Without having gay
bars here it’s almost like it’s so not inclusive. It’s
like “sorry, we’re not going to cater for that here”.
That is a disgusting message and I instantly get
angry in my belly.”

“The stats are very clear that a trans woman
being put in gen pop is nearly always a death
sentence, so most prisons will instead put their
trans women in solitary confinement, where most
trans women commit suicide due to isolation, or
due to the fact that prisons are not required to
provide HRT treatment legally,” said Gow.
Living with this constant fear has extreme mental
health effects.

James Williams*, 36, is a gay man in the
Newcastle region. Williams often feels rejected in
his own community. “When I came out as gay, I
found it harder for myself because I struggled to
fit into the gay community,” Williams said. This
has had lasting emotional effects on Williams,
who was open about struggling with depression
and anxiety for many years.

“This all causes me massive anxiety. I am terrified
of what might happen if I even just participate in
a protest or defend myself from a rapist,” said
Gow.
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Williams’ mental health struggles stem back from
to high school days. “I was bullied at school.
People would assume my sexuality even though
I hadn’t properly come out and they would rip
me off. I would get bullied one-on-one and also
by large groups. I got into quite a few fights and
I had broken ribs, and was spat at,” he said. “It
ate away at me for a while.”

Sydney has become the home for LGBTQ+
people. With a wide range of pubs and clubs in
the city and most famously, along Oxford Street,
Newcastle residents are feeling the need to travel
the distance to feel at home. Oxford Street has a
long and notorious history for providing a cultural
and creative scene and has a longstanding status
as the heart of gay and lesbian culture in Sydney.
“When I want to go out, I’ll go to Sydney. I feel
more comfortable there,” said Williams.

Having grown up in Newcastle, Williams recalls
spending nights at the former Gateway Hotel.
The Gateway Hotel was Newcastle’s only
LGBTQ+ friendly bar until new management took
over in 2018 rebranding to The Newcastle Hotel,
with no focus on the LGBTQ+ community. “It
was a shock when it closed. It was the only place
where LGBTQ+ people felt like they belonged,”
said Williams. There is now a sense of feeling
lost for Williams. “It makes me sad there’s no
outlet for the community to go out and socialise
in a comfortable space. There needs to be more
diversity of places for gay and lesbians to go to,”
he said.

With same sex marriage legislation being
passed in Australia in 2017, some are feeling like
Newcastle is not adapting.
“Since we have marriage equality now, you’d
think there’d be more venues. It’s sad. It’s like we
have nothing to show for it,” said Williams.
With the nightlife scene being heavily affected
and limited for the community, Kat Dopper, 39,
creator and founder of ‘Heaps Gay’, decided to
bring her creation to the city. ‘Heaps Gay’ is a
colourful, all-inclusive party that showcases local
musicians, DJ’s, drag queens and performance
artists.

With no safe spaces in the community, individuals
are feeling higher levels of isolation and rejection.
“It gives me a sense of loneliness,” admitted
Williams. Members of the LGBTQ+ community
are left resorting to mainstream bars and for
some, it’s having its effects. “I never found it easy
to make gay friends,” Williams adds. By having
no spaces, it makes it harder for LGBTQ+ people
to make friends who relate to them.

Originally founded in Sydney in 2013, Dopper has
hosted the monthly parties at The Lass O’Gowrie
Hotel from August 2018. The intention behind
bringing ‘Heaps Gay’ to Newcastle was Dopper’s
also lesbian sister who lives in Newcastle. After
being made aware of the non-existent queer
scene she decided to take action.

“There needs to be a
variety of safe spaces for
the community.”

“It’s one of my favourite times of the month,” said
Dopper.
Dopper believes in the importance of discovering
self-identity through LGBTQ+ friendly venues
and surrounding yourself with likeminded
people. Dopper continues to bring her events to
Newcastle because she witnessed the impact
her events make on the community.

“There needs to be a variety of safe spaces for
the community. For that exact reason, it’s a safe
space. People can go there and be themselves,
be their authentic selves. Not be judged and can
have a good time. As well as know that they are
surrounded by people who think the same way,”
said Williams.
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“You get that instant gratification of people
enjoying it. You get to see it on their faces. I really
value the change that it is making for people and
the community. I find that really special,” said
Dopper.
The question is whether one event a month is
enough for the Newcastle LGBTQ+ community.
“’Heaps Gay’ is great but it’s just not enough
for Newcastle,” said Tamplin. “I wish there were
more permanent venues. It is common for people
in the LGBTQ+ community to feel unaccepted
not only by their family but by society as a whole.
Having spaces dedicated specifically for the
inclusion of the gay community where we can
feel free to be ourselves is extremely important.
It provides a safe space for us which for some
people can be vital for their mental health and
wellbeing.”

“I wish there were more
permanent venues. It is
common for people in
the LGBTQ+ community
to feel unaccepted not
only by their family but by
society as a whole.”
The feeling of emptiness is widespread and
prevalent in the community. “Try to just be yourself
and know that you are loved by people around
you and try to surround yourself with positivity
and likeminded people,” said Dopper. “We can
always have more safe spaces in the community,
I think it’s important for people struggling with
their sexuality. Especially for people to come
together and connect with each other.”
The demand for more LGBTQ+ friendly venues
is significant and the mental health rates for
individuals in the community is even more
alarming. The question is… has Newcastle
forgotten about its queer community?
If you are experiencing personal difficulties
contact Headspace Maitland 4931 1000
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By Breanna Porter (she/her)
*not their real name as wished to remain anonymous
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The
Ariana Grande
Sexuality Debate
Ariana Grande has been doing amazing things
musically over the last few years yet people still
want to focus on her sexuality and her accused
‘queerbaiting’.

What really ground my gears was a comment
on the situation saying; ‘she has only had
relationships with guys, she just kisses girls
because people think it is hot and for attention.’
Now hold up. The very definition of bisexuality is
being sexually attracted not exclusively to people
of one particular gender. Meaning Miss Ari may
have dated exclusively men but that in no way
dismisses any bisexuality she may have.

These accusations seemed to originally stem
from Grande’s music video for Break Up with
Your Girlfriend in which Grande ends the clip
making out with the featured female actress,
ignoring the apparent male love interest. When
I first saw this clip, as a bisexual woman, I was
shook in the best way possible. The song now
had a different meaning and it was a new kind
of anthem for me. Then the accusations flooded
in that Grande was ‘queerbaiting’ with this clip.

I will admit that there are those who have openly
identified as straight who have fetishised the
idea of bisexuality. Trust me, I have had my fair
share of straight girls hooking up with me and
saying “But, like, I’m not gay.” This doesn’t mean
though that every person who appears straight
and is female is just kissing a girl for the instagram
appeal or the fetish nature.

Queerbaiting, as defined by urban dictionary, is
when a public figure brings up the completely
irrelevant detail about a person’s sexuality as a
way of subtly channelling homophobia to attack
them. In the case of Grande with this definition
in mind there is no way in which ‘queerbaiting’
makes sense. What people seem to be upset
about is a seemingly straight woman using the
‘kink’ of kissing a woman for views and hits.
Grande has also been accused of this, in my
opinion, incorrect definition of ‘queerbaiting’
with her duet with best friend Victoria Monèt
Monopoly. In the track the line ‘I like both women
and men’ is sang by Grande, which sparked
the outrage once again. Some have come out
supporting Grande if this is her way of coming
out a bisexual, other have said that it may be her
just supporting Monèt, who is openly bisexual.
Yet, there is a group of people who have accused
Grande of using this again for ratings, saying ‘she
is another straight girl using the idea of kissing
girls for ratings’.

Ariana, bisexual or not, has caused a debate that
should not be a debate in the first place. No one
has the right to question anyone else’s sexuality
or what they identify as. It’s not a new debate, or
a new issue for bisexual people to deal with, they
have always been slotted into a category that
fits best for everyone else. In TV shows when a
character hooks up with a woman they are now
automatically a lesbian. Callie Torres on Greys
Anatomy attempted to shut down that trope
when people made assumptions surrounding
her sexuality, trying to tell her her own sexual
orientation. This is not a new thing. But to all
bisexual people out there who do not want to
be stereotyped, pushed into a box to suit other
people’s needs, are not ready to come out yet
(possibly like Grande), I just want to say...
Just keep breathing.
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Tyler Bridges (she/her)
Original unedited piece published on personal
blog and Writers Club 2019 anthology
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